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ABSTRACT ' 

Nationwide surveys of the status o£ ttie pbctor of 
Arts degree^ were made in March, 1970; November, 1 97 1 ; Noveniber, 1972; 
January, 1974; and January, 1975. In order to update these five 

?x:evious studies, questionnaires wer^ sei^t to the gir'adudte deans of 
^^e« 341 member institutions of the Council of Gra^^duate School^ in the 
0. S. during the last week of Novembe3:> 1P75, as w611 as to 36 
non-membec institutions offering doctoral Vprograms^ This, study is 
base^ on responses from 343 of the 377 institutibjaSy a 91 percent / 
return. Statistical data are presented regarding the number of 
institutions offering or planning to offer 'th^ Doctor of Arts degree^ 
•numbers of candidates and degrees granted, similar programs,- and 
general assessment of the Doctor df Arts degree ^ By the 343* 
institutions r^esponding to the questionnaire. Tie overall fipd^-n^ is 
that the D.A. degree continues to develop^ momentum with little, if 
any,, financial support from government agencies. (LBH) 




* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished * 

* materials not available from othei; sources. E^IC mak6s every effort * 

* to obtain the best . copy available. Nevertheless, items .of marginal * 
*, reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality * 

* of the microfiche and hardcopy relfi:od.uctions BRIC markes available , * 

* via the ERIG Document Ri^production Service (EDRS) • EDRS il5 :^6t ^ * 

* responsible for the quality of the^original document. Reproductions * 

* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. * 
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In March, 1970; Novembe/b, 19TI; Noyember, 1972} January 
the writer condiicted nationyida^iarveys of the status of th^ Doctor of Arts degree 




1975, 
In order 



UJ 



to update these five pTOvicytx^^tudies, questionnaires we;;e sent to the graduate deans of tha1|^ 
Cr> 31+1 member iistitutions of^the CoTancil of Graduate Schp<ils in the tFnited States (CGS) duxi3ag 

the last w^ek of Novemherifc/ 1975»* In addition, quesjbdLonnaires were sent to the graduate 
f\l deans of>36 non-Hpaemher institutions offering doctM!^ programs, hut did not inolud© a nuniber 
^ of doctdral degree gj^titag institutions mainjy in the fields ' of theology and medicine. 
Q During the third we^ of/Decemher, 1975, and the third week of January, 1976, fol3,ow-up 

questionnaires were senV tO: the graduate dea^s of^ l^hose institutions which had not responded. 
Tbid study is h^Sed on Responses ftom 3k3 the 3?7 institutions which represents a 919^ 
return. Fourteen of the 3^ institutions which did not respond offer doctoral pTOgrams 
according to the 'Tiepopt of Credit Given/hy Educational Institutions," Merican Association 
of Collegiate Registrgfcs and Admissior^ Officers, 1975» questionnaires were answeited hy 

the graduate dean, th^ acting graduat^e dean, or hy an associate 03? assistant graduate dean* 

The following t0.hle gives the number of institutions offering, planning to offer, or . 
considering the pos^ihility of offering the Doctor of Arts degree, ajad also the numher of 
institutions offeriiig doctoiral p3?ograms similar to the Doctor of Arts ^degree for all six. 
sttidies. ' ' " . * , ^ 

KTMBER OF 'nrSTiroiONS OFEEKIKG, FLAMING TO ^OFEBR, OR * 
CONSIDEEHNG^ TSB POSSIBILITT OF QFFBR IMG TBB DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE} 
AHD THE) NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS OFI^ERING DOCTORAL' PROGRAMS 
SIMILAR TO THE DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE 
(in quoting ftoi^L the tahle, the auidjor. requests 
that % the two* paragraphs following the^tahle also he quoted.) 



Year and Month 
of Study (a) 



Offer the 

dVa. 

Degree 



Planning to 
Offer the 
D.A. 
Degree 



Considering the 
Possihility of 
Offering the 
D.A. Degree 



Offering J)oc-* 
tdral Program 
SiingLlar the 
D.A. Da©?ee 



Total 



March, 1970 , 


^3 


27 


i^6 


November, 1971 


- 16 \ 


11 


60 


Noyember, 1972 


20 


7 


•33 


January, 1971+ 


22 


.. 3 


•23 


Jaiiyaiy, .1975 


23 


6 


20 


Pebinjary, 1976 


25 


1+ 


33 





•ft 


(a) 






• Vcr 


fb) 


r 


ic) 


r- 


(d) 


0 




0 




U4 





1971, 



272/300/^, 



Based on rotuxnedhms^ as follows; * 1970, ,^7/^00? 

293/311? 197i^, 300/3ns 1975, 322/350; and 1976, 3t^3/377 
Includes severa*l ins tittit4.ons which also offer the, D.A. degree 
Includes six institp.tion0 Which offer the. D.A. degree ' \l 
Also includesvinstitutions whi^h reported that sufficient flexihility ^xisted 
so that a D.A ^ degree type program could he offered under an existing /Doctor's 
degree. The present studiy includes\36 such institutions including 10 of which 
were currently considering offering the D.A. degree. • , ^ 



1972., 



*C -H^Phe* 31*1 memher institution^ of the CGS as of Novemher, 1975f offered highest degrees 
as follows: Doctor's, 238; Specialist, 18} and Master' 8, 85. 
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*%The nimber of Institutions offering, planning to offer, or considering the possihility 
of offering the Doctor of Arts degree has increased from a total of k9 in the January, 1975f 
study,, to 62 in the curreht study. The number of inatitutions which .reported offering doc- 
toral programs which they consider similar to the Doctor of Arts degree has remained approxi- 
mately the same in the last four years. 

9 

It continues to he. the author's opinion, derived mainly firom comments made hy the respon*- 
dents, that more institutions would Jjiitiate Doctor of Arts degree programs, hut the following 
factors have limited its developmentjf the restrictions placed hy state commissions of higher 
education on the introduction of new doctoral pTOgrams, the oversupply of doctoral graduates, 
the financial problems which face a number of institutions bf higjier education, a lack <tf 
understanding of the purpose and functions of the D.A. degree, and the relatively largfii. number 
of institutions which now offer what they consider Doctor of Arts degree type programs under 
.existing doctoral programs. ^ 

In ajaswer to the questioil" - "Does your institution now offer the Doctor of Arts degree? 
jres, no. If yes, name, the field(|) of study and the year the program was 



instituted." — it was found that 25 institutions are cJurrently offering the Doctor of Arts 
degree as follows: (those institutions were also asked to name any new majors being plamed) 

1. Atlanta University - chemistry (1975) 

2. Ball State University - music (1971 )f health science, if approved by Commission, 
(1976), planning programs in science , jsocial science, and possibly English I 

3. Camegie^ellon University - history CI967), English (1967), fine arts (1967) in 
painting and sculpture, fine arts (1967), in music, mathematics (1967), and . 
chemistry (l97i^) 

U. Catholic University of America - English (1971 )f biology-medical technology (1972), 
modem languages, Spanish (1973) > history (l97U)f and economics (?) 
, Claremont Graduate School - government (l97l) and batany (I97l) 

6. DraJce University - English (1972) 

7. Idaho State University - English (1971)» biology (1971 )f mathematics '(l^7l), and 
government (1970 , x 

8. '^Illinois State University - economics (V$7it), history (l97U)f mathematics (1975), 

and English (1976) if approved by Board ^ 

9. Lehigji University - government (1971 )> psychology (l97l), economics m( 1971 ) f chemistry 
(«1975) ' ^ . ' 

10. « Middle Tennessee University - English (1970) t history (1970) physical education 

(1970), and psychology as soon as approved ^ * 

11. Oihio^ State University - Slavic languages (1971 ), and economics (1972) 

12. Peabody Institute Conservatory of Music - instruments (196I4), composition (196U)., 
and ^-conducting ('196]+) 

13* Simmons College - library science management (1973) 

1U. State University of New York at Albany - English (1971 ), economics (1971 ), and 

a SIMY wide D.A.- in liberal studies* 
r^/:l5* Syracuse University - English (l9fl) and foreign languages and literature (1^977) 
1.6* University of Illinois at Chicago Circle - chemistry (1973), mathematics (1973),. 

physics (I97y, and biology (1976)^ 

17. University oOa (Florida) - chemistry (1972) , mechanical- engineering (1972), 
civil engine#^g (1972), economics (1972) > education (19^2), English (1972; f 
foreign lan'il^uageB (l972)> history (1972), inteivAmerican Studies (19|72), inter- 

1 national studies (1972), mathematics- (1972), and physics (1972) \ 

18. University of Michigan - English (1971 ) ' • ^ \ 

19. University of Mississippi- music (1970), English (1971 ), political gpience (1971 ), 
chemistry (1973) , and posisibly ;na thematic s and history 

20. University of North Dakota - history (1970) , biology (1970) \ 

21. University of Northern Colorado - biological sciences '(I97O), chemisti^ (1970), 
geography (1970), music (1975) > history (1976), and mathematics (l$76) \ 
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22'. University of Oregon - English (19^9) 

23. "University of the Pacific - English Cl970j 

2U. University of Washington - Genp&nics (1970), phvsics (1973)» and .chemistry 

25. Washington State University - mathematics (1972) and qhenjistry (1972) 



(1973) 



The following three institutions reported D.A, degree iprograms for the first time: 
Atlanta University, Peahody Instijtute Conservatory of Music, and Simmons College. Brovna 
University dropped its only D.A./degree program which was in creative writing (.1971^). 

/ \ 

The D.A. degree majors ci^irrenljly heizig offered hy the 25 institutions and their 
frequencies are as follows; English, 12; dhemistry, 9; history, 6; mathematics, 6; music, 5; 
economics, 5; government, 3t hiology, 3; physics, 2; hiology-meSigal technology, 1; Spanish, 

botany, 1; psychology, 1; physical education, 1; Slavic languages, 1j lifcimy science 
management, 1; liberal studies, 1; foreign languages and literature, 1; medhanical enginee;Kfin£^ 
1; civii eilgineefing, 1; education, 1; fo:i*eiga languages, 1j inteiN-Americam studies, 1; 
inte3?riational studies, 1; political science, 1; geography, 1; and fiermaniffB, 1. Majors /6xe 
being offered in 27 different fields of study. 

The institutions offering ,the D.A. degree are planning to offer or are considerjiiag the 
possibility of offering majors in the following 10 field^; mathematics, 2; history^ 2; 
English, 2; health science, 1; science, 1; economics, 1; psychology, 1; foreign languagf^fif'^ ^ 
and literatiare / 1 ; biology, 1; and social science, 1. If! these programs are all/lnsti^^ftited, 
the D.A. degr^ will be offered in 3O different fields of study. 



The answers to the following que; 
degrees had your institution granted(as 
please estimate." — "How many stu( 
If figures are not available, please 
D.A. degree programs as of the fall qi 
please estimate." 



are given in the table below: 
September 1, 1975? If figures 
leen admitted to your D.A. 
bimate." — and "How many studenj 
-^or semester of 1975? If f^i 



'many D.A. 
not available^, 
^ee programme )? 
were enrolled in 
*es are not available 



DOCTOR OF AITS DEGEEES 
GEIAIITED, STUDEHTS AMETTED TO 
DOCTOE OF AHTS DEGREE EROGBAMS, ^ ' 
AND PALXi, 1975 DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE EpOLLEES* 



D.A. Degrees X 


D.A. Degree Candld^^iles 


D.A. Degree 


Granted / 


Admitted > • 


Enrollments 






Fall, 1975 


1^1 6-»*^ 


1810 





^^ese diita were supplied by 2k of the institutionia currently offering the D.A. degree 
and by !Brown University which disoonti^^ued the D.A. degree. If data were not available, 
the institution was requested to es:^^mate. The above data Include the D.A. degree graduates 
as of September, 1975^ by the ins^ftut^n which did not supply data for the cxarrent study. 



**Six of the institutions offe 
September 1 1975- 
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ng the D.^A. degree liad not granfed* ajoy degrees as of 



For a new doctoralj&gree program and for programs which in the most part were not 
established until th^&^ly 1970 's, the Doctor of Arts d^gcee is doii^ very well. As of 
September 1, 1975fy*^ number of D.A. degree graduates totalled i|.l6; 1,878 had been admitted 
to D.A. degree vv^rams^ anfd 556 students were currently enrolled on 1).A. degree program^. 
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' In answer to the qixeetion - "How many of your D.A. degree graduates have obtained 
new positions on graduation? If figures are not Sivatlable, please estiifiate." — the 
following was reported:*^ , 



^All of them - 3 

2/3 to 3 A of them - 2 

1/k tp 2/3 of them - 10 

None of tiUem - 1 



No araduates to date 
D^C^ not available 
No response ^ 



Total 




In answer to the question - 
present positions on graduation? 
following was reported: 



"How many of your D.A, degreip graduaj^eTjikve retiamed td 
If figures are not available, vlefi^ estiinate." —the 



All of them - 1- 

2/3 to k/S of them - 2 ' 

1/Uto 2/3 of them - 10 

None of them \ - 2 




No gr^uates to datQ» 
I^ta not available 
No^response 

• Total 



^ 6 

3 

- 1 

25 



In answer to the question - "How many D.A, degree graduates were not placed Ion 
graduation? If figures are not :^milable, please estiitete."<:l— "the following was reported: 



All .werej^aced — 11 

$2 dr'9?placed — 1 

M of 1^6 placed — 1 
28 of 30 placed — 1 



2 of 3 placed ' — 1 

3 of ^ placed — 1 
Data not available — 3 
No graduates 6 

Total 25 



The vast majority of D.A. degree' graduates were placed on graduation. The exact 
number placed and not placeii is not known since three institutions reported that this infor- 
mation was not available. The wri1;er would estimate that at least 9C^q of the D.itv.^^gree 
graduates were placed on graduation, either returning to their fomer position or obtaining 
a new position. . 

In answer to the question - "If your institution offers other docxoral progratns , 9 
Ph.D., Ed., etc., what ^e they?" — the fo^^lowing doctoral prtograms wi^re being offered: 



Jh.D. and Ed.D. / -12 

Ph.D. y - 5 

Ph.D., Ed.D., plus others - 2 
Ed.D. A - 1* 




Ph.D., Ed.D., D.M.A. - 1 

Ph.D., Ed.D., D.M.E. ^ - 1 

No other doctorate offered- 3 

' Total 



Twenty-two of the 2^ respondents reported that their institution A^^^ ens' or mc 
other doctoral degree programs besides the D.A. degree. Three respoticLents repoarted that 
the D.A. degree was the only doctorate offered^ All three of-4dieae_ins±i^5ions are 
accredited to offer the doctorate by their regional accrediting agenoyr^^'^erefore, all 
2'5 of the institutions offering the D.A. degree were accreckLted to offer the Doctor's 
degree. ' - ^ 



In answer to the question - "Bow w( 
with the placement of your other doctor 
f dicta's * 




d you compare the placement of your DA graduates 
program graduates?" — the responses were as 



■^^The answers to this question;! and other questions which follow included data submitted 
by Brown University whidh dropt>ed^ the DA in 1975f "but does not include data from one D.A. 
Q ^egree granting iiastitution which failed to supply the data requested, in dropping the DA, 
cni/^1ie Brown University r^epondent stated, "I continue to thiiik it is a good idea which came at 
' ^ j he wro3ig time." 5 




Better — ^ 

Excellent, protably tetter 

Ibcoellent, very little difficulty in being plae^aT" 
Same or somewhat Isetter 
No problem thus fgx 
No difference 
All placed, but difficult 

Not enougji experience to make a meaningful comparison 
Sacaple too small to tell 
Don't know 

Not as good ^ : « 

No response 

No oth^r doctorates offered v 
Na ]}.A. degree gs^aduates to date 

Total 

\ The foregoing data indicate that the placement of D.A. degree graduates is better 
than the placement of other doctoral degree graduates. By eliminating the 6 institutions 
which have not awarded D.A. degrees, thei^ 3 institutions which offer only the D.A. degree, 
and the ^^ilBtitutions* which stated that --too few D.A. degrees had been Ranted to draw 
any validN^onclusion^ about the placement, the responses of the other \\\ institutions were 
as follows : > 

Placement D.A; degree graduates better than other doctoral 

de©:?ee grardusltes — 6 

Flacemeint of D.A. degree graduates somewhat better or no 

pjroblems in placement ' — 2 

Placement of D.A. degree gradtiates same ^ other doctoral 

degrees 2 
, Doii't know about placement — 1 

Placement of D.A. degree graduates not as good as other 
^.^^^ doctoral degree graduates — 1 

No re^^ns^ - — 2 

^ ^^>^-: » Total ' 11^ 



\ 



In summary, six of HShe institutions reported DA placement better, 2 reported placement 
somewhat better or no problems with placement, 2 stated plaxsement the same,-^ 2 didn't knoV 
^ afeaut~-thaj)lacement of DA's, 2 didn't respond to the question, and only 1 institution 
stated that the plarCement df DA's was pooler. ^ 

In answer to the question - "Are you definitely planning on offering the Doctor of Arts 

degree at a future date? yes, n oV If yes, name the major field(s) of study and 

the year the programs will be established. "\ — it was -found-^diat four institutions were 
defiiaitely plannSig to offer the D.A. degree as follows: ^ 

1. Adelphi University - speech pathology and audiology (1976), mathematics 
(1976), ^itgrsical science (?), and humanities (?) 

2. Eastern Michigan University - communication arts (1976 or 1977) " 

3. St. John's University (New York) /-lEast Asian studies (1976477?) > history 
(1976-77?), and English (1976-77?) V 

I4.. St. pioud Statei University - undecided (also checked undecided under currently 
considering^ tJie possibility) \ . ^ 

In answer to the question - "Are you currently considering the possibility of offering 
; the D.A. degree in the future*? y es, n o. — it was found that 33 institutions 

were currently considering the possibility of offering the D.A. degree as follows: 

•• * ' . ' ■ 

ErJc / ' 6 



1 . Appalaxj&lan St|rte University - "A theoretical ]|ossllDility", 

2. Auburn tlnivers|.ty - botany, /chemistry, physics|& zbology 

3. Brooklyn Cente|:/Long Island University, ■ \ 
k. Graduate School/City University of New York 

5. Hofsti^ University - teaching of humanities (1977) 

6.. Indiana State University 

7. MedicalX University of South Carolina 

8. Graduatdi Faculty, New York, School for Social Research - interdisciplinary- 
social sciences (?) 

9. New YorkN University ^ < 

10. Northeastern Illinois University - special education (1979) and hiologSr (1979) 

11. Pace University - humanities (1977) 

12. Pan American University - education (?) 

13. Pennsylvania State University - "Some preliminary discussion of replacing some 
Ed.D. pTOgrams with the D.A." , ' 

^k• Polytechnic Institute of New York - chemistry (?) and mathematicsi?^ (?) / ^ 

15. Southern Illinois TTniversity (Edwardsville) 

16. Stt Bonaventuafe University - "yes and no" 

17. Stebbe University of New Tork at Binghamtdn - "SUKY is- considering a system-wide 
program providing career development education in p numher of fields." 

18. State University of New York - literal studies 

19. Stephen P. Austin State University - English, hiology, mathematics, and hiptory 
(When Coordinating Board allows) 

20. University of Alabama - "ffeLjbr not yet detennined" 
21., University of California, Santa Barbara - music (i;978?) 

* 22. ^University of Connecticut , » ) 

23. University of New Oriels - drama (?) 

2\\. Unii)[el?sity of North Carolina at Charlotte 

25. University of Northern Iowa 

26 . Universi-ty of Bcranton 

27. University of Texas at Arlington 

28. University of UtaJi 

29. University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh 

30. U. S. International University 

31 . Western Illinois University 

32. Wright State University , ^ ^ 

33. Yeshiva Universi% / 

In answer to the question "Does your institution currently offer doctoral programs 
STTn-i,jfl.T to the Doctor of Arts degree for preparing cdlle^ teaxshers in subject fields? ^ 

yes, no. If yes, please explain, n^me field(s) of study and title of Doctor's 

degree." ^ — it was found that 1^3 institutions were offering doctoral programs which they 
considered were similax to the D.A. degree as fpllows^ 

' PROGRAMS SDaXiAR f 0 THE DOCTOR OP AITS 

lEGBEEi OFFERED BY PORTY-TEREE INSTITUTIONS^ 

'■ — ^ — ^ ■ — ^ 

Degree Program Frequency \ Degree Program Frequ6^cy 



Ed.l. 18 

Ph.D. ^ 13 

Ed.D. & Ph.D. 5 

. Ed.D. & D.B.A^ 1 

D.M.A.~ 1 



D.Arch. & Ph.D. 1 
Dr. of Mod. Languages 

(D.M.L.y . 1 
Assoc. in Pm.losophy 

(Ph.A.)^ 1 

Degrees not specified 2 

Total* k3 



"Includes 6 institutions which offer DA degrees 

ERIC . 7 



Forty-three Institutions includ^Lhg six institutions which offer the D.A, degree Qffea*. 
one or more doctoral programs, usually the Ed.D, and/or Ph.D. degred programs, which they 
consider similar to the D.A-^. degree. While only several of the h3 Institutions stated how 
their programs were similar to a D.A, degp^e, some similarities reported were as follows: 
the requirement of a supervised inteimship, providing a douhle track program~one for re- 
search and one JCor teaohing, and a .professional core in Education as a'requiirement. As in. 
previous studies, it was significant to note thaib rarely was any mention made 'of how these 
similar (Joctoral programs called for greater ^breadth of prepara;feion, a teaching internship, 
a teaohing extemship in a two or four*-year college, a dissertation related to the teachiiig 
of the subject, a required professional education component, the inclusion of an interest 
in aad potential for college teaching as part of j;he admission requirement, Vor any of the' 
other seve3:ral basic differences between the D.A. degree and other types of doctoral dagrree 
programs . , . ; \ 

' . \ 

It is the writer's opinion that the|b^sic differences between and among doctoral degree 
programs should be clear so as to avoid confusion. On this matlter the Council of Graduate 
Schools in the United States h^ad made the following statement: 

The program leading to the Itoctor of Arts degree will pare|llel .other doctorstl -s^^ 

ompetonce in- a browed ^ 



progcams but will be oriented toward- developing teaching, ci 

subject matter arek. In contrast, the Itoctpr of Ehilosoply p3?ogram is designed 
to prepare a graduate student for a lifetime of creative cictivlty and research\| 
although it will often be in association with a career in teaching at a unlvetsity 
* or college. The degree Itoctor of Education (Ed, !)•) shoul^ mark a professionally 
oriented program at the doctoral level in the field of edijication, 

—"The Itoctor ol'.Arts Degree" — A Statement by tb^ Couijicir of Graduate Schools 
in the United States, March, 1970, p. 6 i 

' * 1 . 

'In answer to the question - "If your institution does not offer the D.A. degree or \ 
a program^ similar to the D.A. degree, is there stiff icient flexibility in existing doctoral 
programs so that a department could offer at some future date 4 D.A, degree type pro^am^ 

under an existing Doctor's degree? jy est no. If yesj please explain." — it wp. 

found that such flexibility existed at 26 Institutions which §0 not offer the D.A. dspl^ee 
or a jprogram similar to the D.A. degree. In addition, 10 institutions currently considO^ring 
the possibility of offering the D.A. degree reported such n.exibility existed. These 
institutions reported doctoral degree programs which have such (flexibility as follows: 
Ph.D., 10; Ed.D., 5; D.L.S., 1; and D.M.A., 1. Twenty^ne of the 36 institutions did riot' 
report which Doctor's degrees had such flexibility. 



Lia^^o 




In addition to* the k3 institutions which offer doctoral pitogirams simiiaS" to tlje D.A. 
degree, an additional 36 institutions reported that there was Sufficient flexibill-fey in 
existing doctoral degree programs to offer a D.A. degree type p2?ogr$m« Therefo;re, 79 
institutions offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree, or Qould offejr programs 
similar to the D.A. degree. '! ^ 

' * ' ^ ■ ; 1 ' ■ ■ " 

'In answer to the question - "Do you consider it an acceptable' i)ractice to offer -a DvA« 
degree type program under the degree labels of Ph.D. or Ed.D. degc'efes? y es i n o^ 

If yes, please expl^aln." — the resqlts were as follows: 



table on next page 



^8^ 



^_^''*^CGiIPTiU3l4lL^ OP OI^BWmG A DOCTOR OF AEIPS DEGREE TYHS 
PROGRAM MDERT?HB DEGREE LABELS OP DOCTOR OP PHILOSOEBI OR DOCTOR OP EDUCATION 



V 



Institutional 
Clas slf Icatlon 



-1r- 



^^goeptilDility of Offering D.A. Degree Under^ Ph.D. or Ed.D| 

Latels . 



Yes 



No 



No 

Response 



Uncertain 
All Depends 
etc. 



Total 




Now Offer the 
D.A. Degree 

Planning to Offer 
the D.A. Degree 

Coxasidering Offering 
The D.A. Degree 

O^eTlng Doctorate 
x^nvp-ar to the D.A. 
gree 



^^^Javie Flexibility to 
Offer D.A. Degree 

Other Institutions 



3 

0 

7. 

12 

0 

11 

22 



21 

k 

21 

17 

• 9 
152 



1 

32 



5 

12 



25 

33 

37* 

26** 
218 



Total 



— ^ 



22it 



3a. 



25 



•^Does not include the 6 institutiops which are offering the D.A. degree 
^Does not include the 10 institutions which are cu3?rently considering the possihility 
• of offering the D.A. degree 



Two hundred twenty-four or 6$% of the 3^*3 institutions which retua:ned the question- 
naire reported that it was not an acceptahle practice to offer a D.A. degree type ;^roOTam 
under the labels of the Ph.D. or Ed^l). degrdes. FiftSr-tive or ^6% of the 3U3 institutions 
stated that it was an accej)tahle practice to offer a D.A. ^gree .ty3?e program under the 
labels of the Ph.D. or Ed.Dv degrees. Thirty-nine or 11?^ of the 3h3 respondents did /not 
answer the question; and 25 7% of the 3^4-3 respondents were uncertain, ^ or stated tltat it all ! 
depends on the degree, etc. \ 

. \ . . . / : 

The responses to the question on the acceptability of offering a D.A. degree type program 
under the labels of the Ph.D. or Ed.D.^degree shifted fiomei^hat f!rom last years gtudy^ In 
last year^ study, 62?^ thotight it an unacceptable practice and 20% thou^t it%i/^s an acceptable 
practice. 



In answfer to the question - 'Trfhat is your general assessment^ of the Doctor yof Arts 
degree?" —the results were as follows: 
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GEMEEAL AdsESSMEHT OP THE DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGHEEJ' * 
BY THE 3k3 INSilTUTIONS RESPONDING' TO THE ^UESTIOHMIRE 



Considering Offering B[ave Other 
Offering Doctor's I^lexitility Insti- 
D.A. Siiailax to Offer tutions Total 

Degree to D.A.-^ D.A. Type 

Prograjtn*^ 



















YeOT^ Favorable 


\ 

12 


•'-2 / 


6 


. 2 


— 


9 


31 


Favorable 


7 


2 




6 


8 




. 89 


Neutral or No 
Opinion 


2 


mm 


1 




1 


2 


6 


Unfavorable 






1 






31' 


1^0 


Very Unfavorable 




- 


- 




- 


3 


3 


Not Needed or 
No DezDand 


1 






10 


9 


2i» 


t \ — 

/' N 
^ / 


Uncertain or 
No Basis -vf or 
Judgement or 
Reserve Judgement 




\ 




3 


1 


« 

16 


' 25 

w 


No Response or 
Not Applicable to 
this Institution 


3 


V/ 


k 






83 


r > 

1 105 1 

1 


Total 


25 ' 




\ 33 


37 , 


26 


218 


3^ 



Response 



Offer . Planning 
D.A. to Offer 
Degree 

Degree 



-^Does not include the 6 institutions which are also offering the D.A. degree / 
*^Does not include the 10 institutions which are currently considering' the possibility 
of offering the D.A. degree / ^ 

The 62 institutions which offer, are planning to offer, or are considering the pbssi-^ 
bility of offering the D.A. degree, generally assess '*the DA in a favorable or a very favorably 
light. The 37 institutions which offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree ^d th0 
26 institutions which do not offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree but reporteid- 
sufficient flexibility at their institutions to offer a D.A. degtee type program under existid 
Doctor's degree programs,, generally assessed the DA in a less favorable manner or were' of the 
opinion that there was no need for the D.A. degree. It is interesting to note that of the 
remaining 21 8 institutions, 50 rated the DA in a favorable mariner and 9 in a very favorable 
manner. ^ ^ 

' 10 ■ ■ ■ 



Considering the answers of the I63 respondlnts thai assessed the M in a favSlPahl©, 
very favorable, unfavorable, or ve3cy imfavorable' manMr* the resbft^ts were ^s follows: 
31 or 199^ assessed the DA in a ^ry favorable manner^ 89 omS$% in a favorable manner ^ 
1|D or 255^ in an unfavorable manner, and 3 or 2?^ in a very tmfavorabl^ niannert 

Comparing the findings of this study with thosf of last yeaS? when using only the 
favorable ^d very favorable assessments of the D.A,' degiJ^S^i, the present studgavxespondents 
reported I2Q/3I4.3 such respozfees foi^5?^, and last year's study r^orted 99/322 ^f suo|t^ 
responses for 3^%^ The findings of the present study would indicate that the I#A, .degree 
is gaining more favorable acceptance'^^ w -^^^ • . ' 

The unfavorable and very unfavorablexresponses to the DiWin the 1975 study we!^ 40 
and 2 respectively, In^the present study X\S%) such responses were^l^O and 3« The 
percentage of such resjponses in the '1975 stui^ was i+2/322 or 13?^;^ in the present ^tudjr, 
the responses were i|3/3i|3.or 12%, \ 4 1 '^^ 




After conducting^ six annual nationwide surv€iys including ther current 0tudy (1976) on 
the status of the Doctor of Arts degree, after talking with a large num¥er of graduate deana 
including nearly alX^of those representing institutions offering^ the D.A, degree, and aftiBr 
carefully analyzing the replies and comments m^de onvthe questi|»nnaft^s, tl^e author has 
reached the following conclusions relative to the D,it\ degree! , 

1, ^e D.A, degree ^continties to develop momentum i^^th little, if any, financial 
support ftrom governmeirtal agencies. 

2. The D.A, degr&e would be offered by more institutatons if mjJ3:re--state comn^sions 
for hi^er educatibn would discontinue their mora tOTia on doctoiral progralns, if 
more financialr support would be made available 'if there yeren't a surplii$ of 
Ph.D. degree holders, if institutions now offeifltig doctoral programs would dis- 
continue changing such programs to include one or mora features of the D.A, 
degree, and if the administrative officer^ and faculties of a number of insti- 
tutions^ really understood J±ie purpose and functions of the D.A, degree, 

3* ^l?he respondents in geitleral reported placement of D.A« degree graduates better 
/than the plac^ement of graduates of other doctoraJ- programsv (see page 5 )• One 
/ D.A, degree^prograin. director reported, "Ph.D. in English piaced 6 out of 1+0. 
D.A. graduates, eve^one."^ Exact figures were not available in some cases on 
placement. Howeveq:^, the writer would estimate that at least\90?S of the I4I6 D.A. 
degra^ graA^tes as of SeiStember 1 , 1975» were placed— ei the A rpturning to their 
^^;5ofmer positions or obtaining new positions. 

ximaisfcely 19OO students had. been admitted to D.A. degree pi^grams as of 
!ei^t^ber 1, 1975* These D^A. %gree candidates are older and more mature than 
Ph.D. degree cq^ndldates. In addiction, the great majority of D.aY degree 
candidates hav|6 had previous teacjiing ex;perience at the hi^ schplpl and/or 
college levels and are committed ^o college teaxshing. 

The reaction/to the D.A. degree by the 3U3 res|iondents of the present study 
(1976) was more favorable than in the 1975 study. The majority of the 62 
institutions offering the D.A. degiJee, definitely planning to offer the D.A. / 
degree, and considering the possibility of offering the D.A. degree reacted / 
favorably or very favorably towards the D.A.^ degree. The 63 institutions 
offering .programs similar to the D.A. degre6 or reporting the flexibility of/ 
offering a degree/ type program under an existing doctoral program reacted l<^ss 
favorably. Of thj6 remaining 21 8 institutions which returned the qixestionaiaires, 
135 rented mor^ fitvorably towards the D.A. than unfavorably, or tended tg^ be of 




/ O 
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the opinion that the D.A. wasn't neecSjed or were >uncertain ahout the D.A, degree, . 
and 83 did not respond or reported the DA- was not applicahle to their institution 

There is a slight trend hegi/ining to appear for offering some D.A, degree 
progrsuns for preparing personaj/ho m^y not necessarily, he going into college 
tesLching, e.g., lihrary sc^j^rice managjement, engineering, education, health 
science, and hlol^)^&=iiia^1cal technoloW* 

The writer, as well as many others, ii3 still of the opinion that the D,A« degree 
with its emphasis on preparing "teaohpr-soholars" will he more in demand in the ' 
years ahead as the percentage of students Enrolling in two-year colleges . 
continues to increase. 



(The author grants permission to anyone who would like to reproduce this study,) 



12 
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Considering the answers of the 163 respondents that assessed the M in a fayorahle, 
very favorable, unfavorahle, or very unfavorahle manner*, the results were as follows: 
'31 or 19% assessed the M in a veiy favorable manner, 89 or in a favorable maamer, 
I4O or 2^ in an unfavfarable manner, and 3 or 2^ in a very unfavorable manner. 

Comp^ing tlje findings of this study with those of last year when using only the 
favorable lLn4j/M^ favorable assessments ^of the D,A. degree, the present study respondents 
reported 12Q/3i|3 spch responses for 3^, ''and last year's study reported 99/322 of such 
responses for 31%. The findings of the present study would indicate that-the D.A. degree 
is f gaining more favorable acceptance. 

The. unfavorable and very unfavorable .responses to the M ±n the 197$ study were lio 
and 2 respectively. In the present study (1976) suchl responses were 1+0 and 3* The 
percentage of such responses in the 1975 study was 1^/322 ^ 139^; in the present study, ^ 
the responses were h3/3ih3 or' 12%. t 

After conducting six annual nationwide sur^^s including the cinnrent study (1976^ on 
the status of the Doctor of Arts degree, after talking with a large number of graduate deans 
including nearly all erf ^those representing institutions offering the D.A. degree, and after 
carefully analyzing the replies and comments made on, the qxiestionnaires, ^the author ha's 
reached. the following conclusions relative to the D,A* degree: 

1. The D.A. degree continues to develop momentum with little, if. any, :financiaj. 

support from governmental agencies. 



\ 

2. 'The D.A. degree would be offered by more institutions if m^J!re-^tate commissions 

for kigher education wbuld disccJntinue their moratdria on doctoral prbgrams, if 

more financial support would be made available, if vhexe weren't a stirplTis of 

Ph.D. degree holders, if institutions now offering doctoral programs would dis- 
contisaS changing such programs to include one or mor^ featuffes of the D.A. 
degree, and if the administrative officers and f^ulti^s of a number of insti- 
. tutidns really understood the ptirpose and functions of \he D.A. degree. 

3. toie respondents in general reported ^^^xsement of D.A. degree graduat-es better 
than the placement of graduates of olS^^ doctoral pTOgramsv (se^ page 5 )• One 
D.A. degree program director reported, "Ph.D. in English placed 6 out of i|0. 
D.A. graduates, everyone." Exact figures. were not availably in some cases on 
plaoement. However, the writer woiild estimate that at least\90% of the i|l6 D.A. 
degra^ "graduates as of September 1, 197^> were placed — either^^ returning to their 
?ofmer positions or obtaining^ new positions. ' • 




xijnately I9OO students had. been admitted to D.A.- degree pAgrams as of 
i^p^eimber 1, 1975- These D.A. cL^gree candidates are older and mpre mature than 
Ph.D. degree candidates. In addition, the great majority of ,D.a\ degree ^ ^ 
candidates have had previous teac^ng experience at the hi^ schoV>l and/or 
college levels and aire committed to college teaching. \* , }v_ 



\ 



5. The rfeaction to the D.A. degree by the 3^+3^ respondents of the present ^tudy 
(1976) was more favorable than in the 1975 study. The majority of the 62' 

» institutions offering the D.A. d^gi^ee, definitely planning' to offer the D.A. / 
degree, and considering ttid possibility of offering the D.A. degree reacted- 
fiavorably or very favorably towards the D.A. degree. The 63 institutions 
offering programs similar to the D.'A^ degree or reporting the 'flexibility of ^ ' 
offering a degree type program under an existiiig doctoral program reacted less 
favoirably. Of the remaining 21 8 instituti9ns which returned thje questionnaires, < 
135 reacted more favorably towards the D»A. than unfavorably, or. tended to be of 
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thfe opinipn that the D.A* wasn't needied or were .unce^rtain about the D.A* degree 
and 83 did not respond or reported the DA was not applicable to their institution. 

6. , There is a sli^t trend heginning to appear for offering some D.A, degree . • 
^prograjns for preparing persons -who may not necessarily, he going into college 
^ .teaching, e.g., library science *manag]ement, engineering, educatiqp, health 
science, and MologyHn^^iical technology, 

-^<7»- The writer, as well as many others, is still of the opinion tha't the D.A, degree 
. with its emphasis on preparing "tekcher-scholars" will he more. in demand in the 
years ahead as the pe^rtjentage of students enrolling in two-yeay colleges 
conl^inues .to incre&se* , ~ 



^. (The author grants permission .to anyone who would like tc^ reproduce this study.) 
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